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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 

purchasing@newtonma.gov  

Fax (617) 796-1227 
 

July 2, 2012 
 

ADDENDUM #1 
 

 

INVITATION FOR BID #12-95 

CCTV SURVEILLANCE SYSTEMS @ NEWTON SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL 

 

THIS ADDENDUM IS TO: Answer the following Questions: 
 

Q1. Who can I speak with to clarify what manufacturers CCTV and related security equipment the City is 

currently using at Newton South High School? 

A1. The bid specification identifies the manufacturers. 
  

Q2.  Should the bidding contractor provide all programming and warranty or should the existing system 

contractor currently under warranty provide the programming?  

A2.  The bidding contractor is responsible for carrying all costs associated with programming 

the additional cameras and recording storage and integration with the existing system. The 

original system is currently under warranty from Ostrow Electric and by American Alarm & 

Communications, Inc. Direct:(781) 645 - 5001. 
 

Q3.  When does the current warranty on system expire? 

A3.  Current factory warranty is for three years and it commenced on July 15, 2011 and the 

one year installer warranty expires October 15, 2012. 
 

Q4. Should the existing CCTV rack be used to house the additional storage devices?  

A4.  Yes, Newton South IT department will assist in relocating existing monitor and switches 

to make room for the new contractor provided equipment. 
 

Q5. Can the existing fiber optic cable and new multichannel transceivers be used to split cable runs to new 

cameras?  

A5.  No, each additional camera requires a separate fiber, transceiver and power source.  
 

Q6.  Hours of operation? 

A6.  Refer to page 125, Section 01310 – Schedule of Work of the Project Manual. 
 

 Q7.   Can you contact the custodian to get back into Newton South High School? 

A7.  Yes, you can contact Danny at 857-231-1734 or the main line of NSHS at 617-559-9065 

and ask for the custodian Ernie. 
 

Q8.  I am inquiring about your invitation to bid for contract 12-95, CCTV for Newton South High School.  

You have listed on this bid as the only DCAM category accepted as "Electronic Security Systems".  In 

speaking with my DCAM officer yesterday, this is incorrect and should not be the only classification in 

your documents.  Attached you will see the work category page for DCAM certification.  Although CCTV 

is part of Electronic Security System, it is also clearly stated as part of the Alarm System category.  

Viscom has installed/maintained some of the largest and most sophisticated CCTV systems in New 

England and does so for all of the Massachusetts Water Resource Authority sites, statewide under the 

DCAM category of Alarm Systems. 
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There is also the concern on contract 12-75 and 12-76 which we have been awarded by the City of 

Newton.  In these contracts, 5 of the school facility locations we are to be working on are at this same 

Newton South High School.  So it seems as though we have been granted access to do work on the CCTV 

system at Newton South on contract 12-75/12-76, but cannot have the same privileges on contract 12-95?  

This does not make any sense.    I think the DCAM classification on bid 12-95 needs to be revisited as 

there are some serious discrepancies compared to past contracts and what we are supposed to do for the 

City of Newton.  My DCAM officer said he would be happy to speak with a City of Newton representative 

if need be. 

A8.  Although Electronic Security Systems only is acceptable, DCAM certification in either 

Electronic Security Systems or Alarm Systems will be acceptable at this time.  

 

 

  

All other terms and conditions of this bid remain unchanged. 
 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THIS ADDENDUM ON YOUR BID FORM. 

 

Thank you. 

Purchasing Department   


